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English abstract

The Role of Definition in Explaining the Representational
Adequacy of Concepts: An Analysis of Avicenna's Later Logic

Rahmatollah Rezaei

Abstract

The representational adequacy of concepts constitutes one of the
fundamental problems in epistemology. This problem arises from the
fact that concepts are not truth-apt and, therefore, cannot be evaluated
in terms of truth or falsity. At the same time, if the representational
adequacy of concepts cannot be established, the epistemic validity of
propositional knowledge (tasdigat) likewise becomes problematic. The
difficulty of resolving this issue has led some philosophers toward
skepticism regarding conceptual cognition, while others have

maintained that all concepts are self-evident.

Focusing on Avicenna's views—particularly those developed in his
later works—this article argues that Avicennian logic provides a
coherent account of the representational adequacy of concepts.
According to this account, definition occupies within the domain of
concepts the same epistemic function that demonstration (qiyas)
performs within the domain of propositions. Just as a demonstration
propter quid (burhan limm1) discloses and explains the causal ground
of a thing, a real definition (hadd) uncovers and explicates the essence
(mahiyyah) of things and concepts. Consequently, definition is not
merely one of the central components of Avicennian logic; it also
constitutes the principal response to skepticism concerning conceptual
cognition. From this perspective, the enhanced status accorded to
definition in Avicenna's later logical writings is best understood as an
attempt to establish and explain the representational adequacy of
concepts..

Key Words: Concepts; Essentialism; Real Definition; Nominal
Definition; Simple Concepts; Description (Rasm); Avicenna.



